
 

12 TIPS FOR INCREASING YOUR CHANCES OF GETTING INTO THE COLLEGES 

OF YOUR CHOICE 

College admission officers carefully assess your high school grades, courses, test scores, essays, activities, recommendations 

and interviews, if required.  You will increase your chances of getting into the colleges of your choice by following these 

twelve tips: 

1. Earn the best possible grades you can during ALL four years of high school.  Grades are extremely important.  

2. Take academically rigorous courses.   You should carry as many challenging courses as you can handle:  college 

prep courses, Advanced Placement (AP), accelerated, honors ALL four years.   

3. Practice taking the SAT or ACT.  Become familiar with the types of material covered and test directions.  Take the 

PSAT during your junior year.  Determine what knowledge and skills you lack and master them for actual tests.  

Take advantage of free online SAT or ACT materials, study guides, practice tests, tutors and prep courses before or 

during your junior year.   

4. Try taking both the SAT and ACT.  Most colleges will accept either test.  You may do better on one test than the 

other.  This will boost your chances for admission.  Take the SAT or ACT more than once if you are not satisfied 

with your scores.  Most colleges will take the highest scores from all testing sessions. Take these tests for the first 

time in the spring of your junior year.   

5. Take SAT Subject Tests and AP Tests.  Competitive colleges require you to take some of these exams, and they 

take note of exam results.  AP scores of 3, 4, & 5 are considered passing.  A score of 5 is the best. 

6. Spend sufficient time developing your college essays.  Think and reflect before you write.  Write, edit, rewrite.  

This is your opportunity to sell yourself.  Make yourself appear energetic, exciting, passionate, and intellectually 

curious.  How can you make the real “you” stand out from the rest of the crowd?  Get feedback on the essays from 

your teachers and/or other school personnel.   

7. Become involved in your school and/or community during all four years and summer vacations.  You need to 

document your involvement in extracurricular and co-curricular activities, sports, and/or volunteer activities in your 

community.  Pick up “Community Service” forms from the Career Center.  Move up to leadership positions, 

demonstrate growth, and develop a deep interest or talent in one or more areas.  You need to standout!  Some of these 

activities can directly connect to a future college major (for example, being a reporter or editor of your school 

newspaper or working at a local newspaper and becoming a journalism major).  

8. Applying to private colleges? Ask teachers who know you well and your school counselor for recommendations. 

Schedule an appointment to see them at least a month in advance of college deadlines.  Refresh their memories by 

providing them with a resume or “brag sheet” highlighting your academic accomplishments, athletics, activities, and 

community service work and leadership positions.  Also, highlight anything special you did during the summer (for 

example, foreign travel to improve language skills, volunteer work projects). Adequately prepare for on-campus 

interviews if required by colleges.  Check to see if the college uses the Common Application. 

9. Scholarship/Financial Aid.  Complete the FAFSA for financial aid in October of your senior year. Regularly check 

the RHS counseling web page for the latest scholarship offerings.  Sign up for the “Redlands Community Scholarship 

Foundation” scholarships in January of your senior year.   

10. Decrease your stress by starting your search for colleges early-not later than start of your junior year.  This 

gives you adequate time to work on researching colleges, completing applications, writing essays, and taking 

necessary exams.  Make a file folder for each college that interests you and put relevant information inside of it. For 

example, a copy of your application and essay; material downloaded from the internet.  Keep focused on your 

ultimate goal:  Getting into the college of your choice.  

11. Interested in playing college athletics?  All prospective college athletes should register with the NCAA 

Clearinghouse in April or May of their junior year.  Check with your counselor each year to make sure you are taking 

the appropriate classes for the Clearinghouse. 

12. Get on-going assistance from your school counselor and teachers.  Don’t be afraid to ask questions of them no 

matter how simple the questions may seem.  
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IMPORTANT WEBSITES: 

Redlands High School 
www.rhs.redlandsusd.net   (RHS Info) 

 
College Testing 
www.collegeboard.org (SAT Registration)   

http://www.actstudent.org (ACT Registration)  

 
Prospective College Athletes 
www.ncaaclearinghouse.org (NCAA Clearinghouse Registration) 

 
Application Web Sites 
https://admissions.universityofcalifornia.edu/  (University of California online application) 

www.csumentor.com (California State University online application) 

https://www.commonapp.org  (Common Application - Private School Application)  

http://www.adventistcolleges.org/ (Application for Adventist Colleges) 

 
Money Matters 
www.fafsa.ed.gov (Federal Financial Aid Application) 

www.fastweb.com (Scholarship Info)    

www.finaid.org  (Financial Aid/ Scholarship Info) 
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